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J o i n t l y sponsored by the L a t i n American 
Demographic Centre (CELADE), the P o p u l a t i o n 
D i v i s i o n o f t he Un i ted Nat ions and the 
Un i ted Nat ions Fund f o r Popu la t i on 
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The Execu t i ve Secre ta ry has p leasure i n s u b m i t t i n g t o the p a r t i c i p a n t s 
i n t he Second L a t i n American Meet ing on Popu la t ion - as a supplement 
t o the documents r e l a t i n g t o i tems 5 and 6 o f the agenda - the r e p o r t o f 
the Adv iso ry Panel which was convened immediate ly be fore the Meet ing. 
I n v iew o f the c a l i b r e o f t he expe r t s who were i n v i t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
the Group and the p o s i t i v e outcome o f t he d i scuss ion t h a t took p lace , the 
Execu t i ve Sec re ta ry t r u s t s t h a t t h i s b r i e f r e p o r t w i l l p rov ide a u s e f u l 
guide f o r the debate on t he i tems r e f e r r e d to 8 
REPORT OF THE ADVISORY PANEL CONVENED 
BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF ECLA 
(Mexico C i t y , 1 and 2 March 1975) 
Note by the s e c r e t a r i a t 
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I . . OBJECTIVES AND ORGANIZATION OF THE r'ORK OF THE ADVISORY FANEL 
1. Ob jec t i ves 
1. I n o rder t o hear suggest ions and propose a d d i t i o n a l g u i d e l i n e s f o r the 
cons i de ra t i on o f the i tems t o be d iscussed a t the Second L a t i n American 
Meet ing on Popu la t i on , the Execu t i ve Secre ta ry o f E5CLA decided t o convene 
an Adv isory Panel composed o f r e g i o n a l expe r t s r ep resen t i ng va r i ous f i e l d s 
o f s tudy and w i t h exper ience i n popu la t i on ; ma t te rs . 
2 . P lace, date and p a r t i c i p a n t s 
2 . The meet ing o f the Adv iso ry Panel was he ld a t t he Mexico O f f i c e o f 
ECLA on 1 an 2 March 1975. 
3. The Execut ive Secre ta ry had i n v i t e d the f o l l o w i n g e x p e r t e s ; 
Jorge A r i a s de B l o i s (Guatemala) 
Serg io Chaparro Ruiz ( C b i l e ) 
Jorge Garc ia Duque (Venezuela) 
Isaac Kerstenezky ( B r a z i l ) 
Lu isa Mar ia Lea l (Mexico) 
Car los Nor iega (A rgen t i na ) 
George Rober ts (Jamaica) 
Hector Sard ina P. (Cuba) 
4. For reasons beyond t h e i r c o n t r o l , the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of B r a z i l , 
Guatemala and Venezuela were unable t o a t t e n d . 
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3. Organization of work 
5. The participants agreed to ask Mrs. Luisa Maria Leal (Mexico) to 
act as moderator and to have the report of the meeting drafted by 
the secretariat. 
6. The Executive Secretary of ECLA submitted the following documents, 
prepared for the Second Latin American Meeting on Population, for the 
consideration of the Panel: 
Latin America: Demographic situation around 1973 
and prospects for the year 2000 (ST/CEPAL/Conf. 54/L.2) 
(Spanish only) 
Development and population in Latin America: A 
summary diagnosis (ST/CEPAL/Conf. 54/L.3) 
Implications for Latin America of the V.'orld Action 
Plan (ST/CEPAL/Conf. 54/L.4) 
Prospects for action in the field of population in 
Latin America. The contribution of the regional 
agencies (ST/CEPAL/Conf. 54/L.5) 
7. The Panel decided to concentrate on documents L.4 and L.5, bearing 
in mind also the reports of the meetings in San José and Bucharest. 
8. At the conclusion of the meeting, the Panel decidcd to transmit 
the observations and recommendations set forth in the following pages to the 
executive Secretary of ECLA so that he could submit them as his discretion, 
to the Second Latin American Meeting of Population as a supplement to the 
documents prepared by ECLA and CELADE. 
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I I . OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ADVISORY PANEL 
1. General 
9 . S ince, a t the L a t i n American P repa ra to ry Meet ing i n Costa Rica and* 
a t the World Popu la t i on Conference, the c o u n t r i e s o f L a t i n America were a b l ^ 
t o e s t a b l i s h c l e a r l y t h e i r p o s i t i o n s o f p r i n c i p l e r ega rd i ng the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between p o p u l a t i o n and development, the Panel cons idered i t ex t remely impor tan t 
t h a t the Second L a t i n American Meet ing on Popu la t i on , shou ld make f u r t h e r 
progress and concent ra te on d e f i n i n g and c o - o r d i n a t i n g a c t i o n i n the s p e c i f i c 
f i e l d o f p a p u l a t i o n , w i t h i n t he genera l con tex t o f the r e l e v a n t p roposa ls i n 
the World Popu la t i on Plan o f A c t i o n (WPPA). 
10. The Panel emphasized t h a t t he jgpregoing recommendation d i d not mean 
o v e r l o o k i n g the f a c t t h a t " t he bas i s f o r an e f f e c t i v e s o l u t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n 
problems i s , above a l l , socio-economic t r a n s f o r m a t i o n " , t h a t "a p o p u l a t i o n 
p o l i c y may have a c e r t a i n success i f i t c o n s t i t u t e s an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f 
socio-economic development'*' (WPPA, paragraph 1) and t h a t , i n i t s t u r n , t h i s 
"development i s d i r e c t l y l i n k e d t o t he t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic r e l a t i o n s and t o the es tab l i shmen t o f a new economic o r d e r " 
( r e s o l u t i o n XV I I o f the World P o p u l a t i o n Conference) . 
11. Consequent ly , the Panel f e l t t h a t , i n the p a r t i c u l a r case o f L a t i n 
America, the f o r m u l a t i o n o f g u i d e l i n e s f o r a c t i o n i n the s p e c i f i c f i e l d o f 
p o p u l a t i o n i n v o l v e s t a k i n g i n t o account the na tu re o f the s t r u c t u r a l o r i g i n s 
o f the r e g i o n ' s underdevelopment and the r e a l , fundamental obs tac les t o 
p rogress . 
2. The va lue framework. 
12. With rega rd t o the i m p l i c a t i o n s o f the WPPA f o r L a t i n America, as 
descr ibed i n the documents prepared by the s e c r e t a r i a t , the Panel f i r s t 
tu rned i t a t t e n t i o n t o the p roposa ls o f an e t h i c a l and j u r i d i c a l na tu re 
set f o r t h i n the Plan and c o n s t i t u t i n g the va lue framework f o r p o p u l a t i o n 
p o l i c i e s . 
13. The Panel acco rd i ng l y emphasized the impor t "nee , w i t h i n t he va lue 
framework, t h a t should a t t a c h t o : 
( a ) the bes ic human r i g h t o f a l l couples and i n d i v i d u e l s " t o decide 
f r e e l y and r e s p o n s i b l y the number and spac ing o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
and t o have the i n f o r m a t i o n , educa t ion and means t o do s o " j 1 / 
( b ) t he r i g h t o f women " t o complete i n t e g r a t i o n i n the development 
process p a r t i c u l a r l y by means o f an equal access t o educa t ion and 
equal p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n S o c i a l , economic, c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l 
l i f e " . 2 / 
3 . Ins t ruments f o r a p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c y 
14. The Panel went on t o ana lyse the normat ive p roposa ls r e l a t i n g t o 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i n s t r umen ts i n the f i e l d o f p o p u l a t i o n , a t b o t h . t h e n a t i o n a l 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , and the suggest ions f o r a c t i o n . I t a c c o r d i n g l y 
agreed t o propose t h a t the Execu t i ve Sec re ta ry shou ld t r a n s m i t the 
• * 1 . 
recommendations se t f o r t h i n the f o l l o w i n g paragraphs t o the Second L a t i n 
Americarf Meet ing on Popula t ion» 
a) Popu la t i on p o l i c i e s 
15s The Panel s t r e s s e d . t h a t , w i t hou t p r e j u d i c e t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y , 
the c o u n t r i e s o f the r e g i o n shou ld exe rc i se t h e i r s o v e r e i g n t y and adopt 
n a t i o n a l p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s as an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h e i r economic and s o c i a l 
development p o l i c i e s . 3 / I n v iew o f the p a r t i c u l a r na tu re o f p o p u l a t i o n 
dynamics and o f i t s i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h socio-economic s t r u c t u r e s and 
processes, c o u n t r i e s should adopt a l ong - t e rm approach t o t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n 
p o l i c i e s , a n t i c i p a t i n g f u t u r e demographic t r ends and t a k i n g a p p r o p r i a t e 
\J WPPA, paragraph 14 ( f ) „ 
2 / VIPPA, paragraph 14 ( h ) , 
3 / See WPPA, paragraph 14. 
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decisions and actions in their plans for economic and social development well 
in advance; i f these trands wars to be modified. Thsy should also givs thought 
to economic and social measures that would not only meet the increasing demands 
imposed by population growth but also ensured a real and significant improvement 
in the quality of life of the people. 4/ 
b) Establishment of units responsible for population policies 
As regerds this subject, the following recommendation was formulated: 
16. The Panel, considering that, rt the Latin American Preparatory Meeting 
for the World Population Conference, the Governments maintained that population 
policios should be linked with davelopment strategies; that the WPPA recommends 
that population measures and programmes should be integrated into comprehensive 
social and economic plans and programmes; that this integration should be 
reflected in the goals, instrumentalities and organizations for planning 
within the countries; that, in order to achieve the objective referred to, 
the WPPA suggests that a unit dealing with population aspects of development 
should be created and placed at a high level of the national administrative 
structure; and that such a unit, in addition to formulating population policy, 
should have the authority to ensure its effective implementation by the 
competent bodies and to evaluate it periodically,, 
Recommends' 
1. That, taking account of their own administrative structures, the countries 
of the region which have not yet done so, should set up high-level councils, 
commissions or other equivalent units, empowered to co-ordinate action in the 
field of population, which could perform the following functions: 
4/ See WPPA, paragraph 13. 
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a ) Formulate comprehensive p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s i n t e g r a t e d i n t o the 
economic and s o c i a l development s t r a t e g i e s and p lans and adop t i ng and o v e r -
a l l approach t o the va r i ous components o f p o p u l a t i o n dynamics; 
b) Ensure the t i m e l y imp lementa t ion by the competent bodies o f the 
p o l i c y adopted; 
c ) Carry o u t p e r i o d i c e v a l u a t i o n s o f i t s imp lementa t ion and r e s u l t s ; 
d) Promote the p r o d u c t i o n o f s t a t i s t i c a l and research data t o p rov ide 
the f a c t u a l and s c i e n t i f i c bas i s f o r the f o r m u l a t i o n , imp lementa t ion and 
e v a l u a t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s , and s e t up systems o f communication w i t h 
s t a t i s t i c a l s e r v i c e s and n a t i o n a l research c e n t r e s ; 
e) Promote and programme the t r a i n i n g o f the personne l necessary f o r 
p repa r i ng the data and s t u d i e s r e f e r r r e d t o , and f o r t he e f f i c i e n t 
imp lementa t ion o f the programmes adopted; 
f ) E s t a b l i s h systems o f communication w i t h the competent i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
agencies so as t o ensure the optimum use o f t h e i r t e c h n i c a l and f i n a n c i a l 
ass is tance c a p a c i t y ; 
2 . That , i n o rde r t o per form these f u n c t i o n s , the proposed u n i t s should 
have t he f o l l o w i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 
a) Représen ta t i ves o f t he va r i ous bodies i n v o l v e d i n the f o r m u l a t i o n , 
imp lementa t ion and e v a l u a t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s shou ld be i n c l u d e d i n 
t h e i r s t a f f ; 
b ) The u n i t s shou ld have a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h po l i c y -mak ing 
bodies w i t h a view t o ensur ing the i n t e g r a t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s i n t o 
economic and s o c i a l development s t r a t e g y and p l ans ; 
c ) T h e i r l e v e l o f o p e r a t i o n shou ld be such as t o ensure the c o - o r d i n a t e d 
imp lementa t ion by the competent bodies o f the dec i s i ons adopted; 
3 . That c o u n t r i e s which have a l ready se t up c o u n c i l s , commissions o r o t h e r 
equ i va len t u n i t s shou ld examine t h e i r s t r u c t u r e and o p e r a t i o n i n the l i g h t o f 
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the f o r e g o i n g cons ide ra t i ons and, i f necessary, take the a c t i o n necessary t o 
p rov ide them w i t h an i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e and the resources which w i l l 
enable them t o ensure the e f f e c t i v e imp lementa t ion o f the o b j e c t i v e s 
de f i ned ; 
4. That the competent i n t e r n a t i o n a l agenc ies , i n p a r t i c u l a r ECLA and 
CELADE, should develop t h e i r c a p a c i t y t o p rov i de t e c h n i c a l ass i s tance i n 
the es tab l i shment and o p e r a t i o n o f the proposed u n i t s , g i v i n g p r i o r i t y t o : 
a) t he development o f methodolog ies f o r t he purpose o f i n c o r p o r a t i n g 
demographic v a r i a b l e s i n t o economic and s o c i a l p l ann ing and i n t o the 
f o r m u l a t i o n and e v a l u a t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s , and 
b) the h i g h - l e v e l t r a i n i n g o f n a t i o n a l personnel who cou ld be used t o 
s t a f f the va r i ous u n i t s and ensure t h e i r e f f e c t i v e o p e r a t i o n and c o n t i n u i t y ; 
5. That t h e f i n a n c i a l agenc ies, i n p a r t i c u l a r UNFPA, shou ld g i v e p r i o r i t y 
t o the a l l o c a t i o n o f funds f o r ensur ing c o u n t r i e s e f f e c t i v e f i n a n c i a l 
ass is tance i n the s e t t i n g up and o p e r a t i o n o f the u n i t s recommended. 
4 . I n p u t s f o r a p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c y 
a) S t a t i s t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
17. I n c o n s i d e r i n g the i n p u t s f o r p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s , the Panel t u rned 
i t s a t t e n t i o n f i r s t t o requ i rements i n terms o f s t a t i s t i c a l data and reached 
the conc lus ion t h a t , i n s p i t e o f the concern o f the c o u n t r i e s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
agencies i n v o l v e d i n improv ing demographic da ta , i n o rde r t o f o rmu la te 
popu la t i on p o l i c i e s , superv ise t h e i r imp lementa t ion and eva lua te t h e i r 
r e s u l t s , t h e r e i s a c l e a r need t o improve t he q u a n t i t y , q u a l i t y , coverage, 
p e r i o d i c i t y , and t i m e l i n e s s o f the data r e q u i r e d . 
18o The Panel a l s o cons idered t h a t t o meet the such needs e f f o r t s should 
be made t o ; 
a) Ensure g r e a t e r c o n t i n u i t y i n the work o f p r e p a r i n g , t a k i n g and 
p u b l i s h i n g censuses; 
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b) Test new methods f o r c a r r y i n g ou t census ope ra t i ons „ i n c l u d i n g the 
a c q u i s i t i o n o f new types o f da ta ; 
c ) Review e x i s t i n g machinery f o r the f o r m u l a t i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
recommendations i n the c a r r y i n g out o f censuses, w i t h the aim o f i n t r o d u c i n g 
the necessary changes, so t h a t such recommendations may emerge, account being"' 
taken o f the d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l c i rcumstances and o f the need f o r the data 
necessary f o r f o r m u l a t i n g , i m p l e m e n t i n g and e v a l u a t i n g p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s 
which would a t the same t ime enable comparat ive i n te i> -coun t ry analyses t o 
be made; 
d) E s t a b l i s h r e g u l a r channels f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n between producers and 
users i n o rde r t o ensure t h a t the i n f o r m a t i o n p rov ided i s s u i t e d t o t h e needs 
o f the l a t t e r ; and 
e) Promote the exchange o f exper iences i n t h i s f i e l d between c o u n t r i e s „ 
19. The Panel underscored the need t o improve and develop the p e r i o d i c 
i n t e r - c e n s a l data r e q u i r e d as a bas is f o r the f o r m u l a t i o n o f p o p u l a t i o n 
p o l i c i e s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r f o r t h e i r f o l l o w - u p and e v a l u a t i o n . I t recom-
mended t h a t c o u n t r i e s shou ld g i v e p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o o b t a i n i n g such 
data from p o p u l a t i o n sample surveys . The ex i s tence o f such p e r i o d i c data 
w i l l enable the Un i t ed Nat ions t o c a r r y ou t the work o f r e v i e w i n g , e v a l u a t i n g 
and f o l l o w i n g up p o p u l a t i o n t r ends and p o l i c i e s ass igned t o i t by the WPPA 
(paragraphs 107-109)„ 
b) Research 
20. I n c o n s i d e r i n g research requ i rements f o r the f o r m u l a t i o n and e v a l u a t i o n 
o f p o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s i n L a t i n America, the Panel recommended t h a t ; 
i ) P r i o r i t y should be g i ven here t o research aimed a t e s t a b l i s h i n g 
the i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s between p o p u l a t i o n and development i n s p e c i f i c 
h i s t o r i c a l c o n t e x t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y where t h i s would make i t p o s s i b l e t o 
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i d e n t i f y the e f f e c t s produced and t o a n t i c i p a t e probable f u t u r e e f f e c t s o f 
d i f f e r e n t modes o r p a t t e r n s o f development on p o p u l a t i o n dynamics; 
i i ) S o c i a l research r e l e v a n t t o the f o r m u l a t i o n and e v a l u a t i o n o f 
popu la t i on p o l i c i e s i n the r e l a t i v e l y l e s s developed c o u n t r i e s shou ld be 
encouraged, and the r e g i o n a l agencies urged t o p rov ide t e c h n i c a l ass is tance 
to such c o u n t r i e s as a mat te r o f p r i o r i t y ; 
i i i ) Bear ing i n mind r e s o l u t i o n XV o f the World Popu la t i on Conference, 
the L a t i n American c o u n t r i e s shou ld urge UNFPA t o s tep up i t s f i n a n c i a l 
ass is tance t o s o c i a l research programmes i n L a t i n America. 
c) T r a i n i n g 
21 o I n connect ion w i t h t r a i n i n g , i t was recomended t h a t the maximum poss ib l e 
use should be made o f the va r i ous n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n a l resources a v a i l a b l e 
i n the r e g i o n . To t h a t end, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l agencies should be urged t o 
p lay an a c t i v e r o l e i n the a c q u i s i t i o n and u t i l i z a t i o n o f these resources . 
This would made i t poss i b l e t o c rea te b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s f o r accord ing p r i o r i t y 
to t r a i n i n g i n d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s i n L a t i n America. 
22«, Another aspect cons idered by the Panel was the d i r e c t i o n and con ten t o f 
the d i f f e r e n t modes o f t r a i n i n g which shou ld be i n keep ing w i t h the i n d i v i d u a l 
requi rements and p a r t i c u l a r f e a t u r e s o f the c o u n t r i e s . Consequent ly, the 
Panel cons idered t h a t i t was incumbent on Governments and u n i v e r s i t i e s t o 
eva luate these requ i rements and the way i n which the personnel t r a i n e d should 
be used and f i t t e d i n t o t h e i r s t r u c t u r e s . 
23. Whi le a p p r e c i a t i n g the work done by the L a t i n American t r a i n i n g cen t res 
and i n s t i t u t e s , the Panel drew a t t e n t i o n t o the need f o r a d d i t i o n a l 
programmes i n some areas.. At the same t ime , the n a t i o n a l u n i t s r espons ib le 
f o r bas ic t r a i n i n g shou ld a c t acco rd i ng l y by m o d i f y i n g and expanding some 
u n i v e r s i t y t r a i n i n g programmes. 
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24. In the light of the foregoing considerations, the Panel recommended that: 
1. On the basis of the institutional resources existing in the region, a 
co-ordinated supply of training opportunities should be organized at the country 
and international agency level; this would make it possible to satisfy certain 
requirements preferably within Latin America itself. 
2. Governments and national academic institutions should attend to the need 
to train personnel in specific specialized fields and should recognize the role 
which the new specialists are called on to play within the system and units 
connected with the formulation, implementation and evaluation of population 
policies. 
3. The regional agencies, CELADE and ILPES in particular, should intensify 
their action in some fields, where there is a lack of suitably qualified 
personnel, for example; 
a) in the advanced training of high-level planners in matters cennectcd 
with the interaction of demographic and economic and social development 
phenomena; 
b) in the training of senior level professionals in population studies. 
4. National units, especially universities, should include subjects 
connected with population, the environment and development in their pregr&duate 
and post-graduate curricula. Similar action should be taken in the secondary-
level centres. 
5. International co-operation 
25. The Panel reviewed the role of international co-operation in matters 
connected with the formulation, implementation and evaluation of population 
policies; it considered it advisable to underscore the advantages of 
multilateral over bilateral co-operation systems, when the latter involve 
private co-operation agencies, and thought it desirable to create or 
strengthen regional instruments for promoting and assisting in the priority 
utilization of multilateral systems. 
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26» The Panel agreed to recommend that private national and institutional 
co-operation agencies should endeavour to channel their assistence 
via multilateral machinery and thus ensure that the objectives sought 
through this co-operation would bo consistent with those laid down by 
the countries themselves for national development and regional 
integration. 
27. It was also considered that it would be of particular importance to 
seek the most appropriate institutional and procedural methods of 
inducing Governments to play a more dircct and effective part in 
detormening technical assistance requirements at the regional level 
and in formulating the action programmes of the international agencies 
operating in Latin America. 
28. With regard to the need for a larger volume of financial resources 
for population programmes in the region, the Panel formulated the 
following recommendation.: 
The Panel, considering the repeated rcforonces by countries to the 
importance of the principle of international solidarity in their mutual 
relations, reconfirmed at the World Population Conference, 
Further considering the joint efforts being made by the Latin American 
countries with a view to the best possible utilization of their 
resources, capacities and experience, which is already reflected in 
the existence of multinational agencies and integration agreements 
at the regional and sub-regional level, and 
Bearing in mind also that it is necessary to ensure adequate financial 
support for the regional programmes which are being initiated, and the 
different situations observed in the region as regards levsls of 
economic development and availability of financial resources, 
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Recommends that countries at a relatively more advanced stage of 
economic development should explore the possibility of providing 
the appropriate Latin American agencies with financial support for 
the implementation of regional population programmes, thereby 
benefiting the Latin American countries in general and the relatively 
less developed among them in particular. 
29. The Panel deemed it advisable to urge that, as an additional 
manifestation of the principle of international solidarity, steps 
should be taken to promote greater co-operation among the countries 
of the region, in order that these initiating action in population 
matters may benefit from the assistance of countries with more 
experience in this field. 
30. Proceeding•further with its discussion of matters bearing on the 
role of international co-operation, the Panel considered that, 
moving on from the milestones represented by the conferences and 
meetings at San Jos£, Bucharest and Mexico City, the regional 
institutions -particularly ECLA and CELADE- should make a major " 
effort to provide an effective answer to the demands generated in 
the various countries in respect of population matters. 
31. There was also a consensus to the effect that such an expansion in 
the scape of activities, besides entailing adjustments in the 
actual structures of the institutions concerned, would necessitate 
the establishment of expeditious, convenient and specific machinery 
for communication with the countries, through which ECLA and CELADE 
could receive from Governments the guidelines required for formulating 
and developing their programmes in accordance with the requirements 
and priorities indicated by the countries themselves. 
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32o The Panel further considered that the establishment of such machinery 
would enable the various countries to work together more closely in 
channelling the financial resources available in thorn and in the 
region; in the orientation of technical assistance programmes; in 
the periodical evaluation of the results obtained; and in promoting 
co-ordination at the regional level between countries and between 
international agencies engaged in population activities« 
6. Objectives and goals of population policies 
33«. In analysing thase questions, the Panel stressed with regard to the 
establishment of the goals and objectives of population policies, 
that it was more important to formulate and put into effcct the 
instrumentalities for achieving them, than to define them 
specifically« 
34, Emphasis was also laid on the fact that population goals should be 
established within the context of the more comprehensive objetives 
laid down for economic and social development. 
7o Prospects for action 
35. When considering the prospects for action in population matters in 
Latin America and the contribution of the regional agencies, and 
especially when analysing some critical situation in this connexion, 
the Panel drew a distinction between situatiors rosulting mainly 
from the inter-action of socio-economic and political structures 
inherent in particular modes of development, with specific demographic 
structures, and those arising from the difficulty of responding 
effectively to the demand for services, deriving to a larger extent 
from population dynamics. 
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36„ Among the former situations - in addition to those referred to in 
the documentation submitted by the secretariat - the Pane!•denned 
it important to include that connected with the distortions and 
anomalies of the structure and patterns of consumption,, which was 
a reflection of the particular mode of development prevailing in 
Latin America, Among the latter situations it referred in particular 
to education, health and housing and related services«,. 
3?o The members of the Panel agreed to draw attention to the need for 
both types of situation to be given equal attention by Governments 
and international agencies.' 
38. With regard to the consideration of international migrations as a 
critical situation in the region, it was pointed out that, in the 
case of certain territories with a high population density, such 
migrations had had a positive effect, by easing the pressure on 
resourcesi It was none the loss recognized that population movements 
of that type had resulted in a significant loss of skilled human 
resourcesi 
39i On that subject, the Panel took .note of the fact that the Meeting 
on Science, Technology and Development in Latin America (Mexico City, 
December 1974) had adopted a resolution on the outflow of skilled 
personne 1 from Latin America to the developed countries, requesting 
the ECLA secretariat to prepare a report on various matters pertaining 
to this problem. The Panel deemed it appropriate to suggest to the 
Executive Secretary that the report in question should include a 
study of possible ways and moans of compensating for the loss 
sustained by countries as a result of this outflow of professionals. 
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40» Focusing on the specific action for which the regional agencies would 
be responsible, the Panel considered that the programme submitted 
amply responded to the most urgent requirements in terms of studies, 
technical assistance and training, which could be met through 
international co-operation« 
41. It urgrrl ECLA and CELADE to make the findings of the proposed reseach 
available progressively to the various countries with a view to 
providing a basis for the action they might take, it being understood, 
however, that the initiation of certain urgent action should not be 
conditional on the availability of those studies. 
42. The Panel further stressed that, if the aforementioned work was to 
be effective as a basis for taking specific action which was generally 
of an urgent nature, it was essential to spccify time-limits in the 
programme consistent with that urgency . 
43. In order to fulfil that objective, the Panel considered it of the 
utmost importance to ensure adequate financial support so that the 
proposed programme could be fully implemented. 
440 Turning to the specific measures which should be adopted by the 
various countries - and as a means of moving ahead in the area of 
population policy - the Panel considered that it was vitally important 
to intensify, at the national level, such studies as would make 
it possible to identify the areas in which the adoption of specific 
measures was most urgent. 
